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T renton's Policy
On Sexuality

By ELIZABETH SADOWSKlNew JERSEY has been hung
up lately on the subject of
sex. Within the last year, the
Legislature has grappled

with issues such as:
^Setting the age at which teen-agers

could legally consent to sexual rela
tions.

—qAnowlngeachX)fThe-state'^
nicipalities to establish "combat
zones," areas where sexually explicit
publications and films could be sold
and live sex shows presented.

^Legalizing a phantasmagoria of sex
practices — such as acts of incest in
volving those over the age of 16,
sodomy and necrophilia — that the
state had disallowed for the last 180
years on the ground that they were con
sidered deviant and perverted.

^Legalizing such socially popular
forms of sexual activities as adultery,
fornication, promiscuity and seduction

-cesulting4iHX=B^^ancyrac^fvities-that--
although widely practiced, are not yet
universally condoned by spouses and
parents.

^Reducing penalties for the sale of
commercial, consumer-type sex (pros
titution).

In revising its Criminal Code, New
Jersey revolutionized the manner-in
which the sute legally views the sexual
conduct of its residents. Lt has given
virtually free rein to alt manner of sex
ual expression.

Last Au^t, or a rnmith before the
new Criminal Code was to become ef
fective, it was discovered that the code
lowered, from 16 to 13, the legal age at
which teen-agers could consent to sex
ual relations with a person of any age.

An intense grass-roots brouhaha

,New Jersey currently has legislation
directed at controlling so-called
"adult" book stores, using the border-
line guide mandated 1^ the United
States Supreme Court to meet com
munity-standards criteria.

The language of the new proviso is in
nocuous enough:

"Nothing contained herein shall be
construed to prohibit a municipality
from adopting, as part of its zoning or-

sale of obscene material, in which
event such sale shall be deemed legal."

However, the Criminal Code rede
fines the meaning of "obscene materi
al" thusly;

"Obscene moteriaf means any de
scription, narrative account, 'display'
or depiction of a specified anatomical
area or specified sexual activity con
tained in. or consisting of. a picture or
other representation, publication,
jsQuodcecording, 'iLvejxrformance'on
film, which by means ofposing, compo-

—5ftnm7"f[jrma!i)riaAjmdle"d sensual de
tails. emits sensuality with suffi^ent
impact to concentrate prurient interest
on the area of activity." (Asterisks de
note new provisions.)

Clearly, by redefining obscenity to
include "live performance." what can
l^ally be allowed in combat zones
adds a new dimension to the potential
recreational-sex pursuits of New Jer-
seyans.

Although there may be compelling
legal considerations to establish the
combat-zone mechanism that some say
will be used to deter pornography mer
chants. the legislatim revolutionizes
legal sex for profit.

And now New Jersey is getting ready
to cope with still another sex issue. The
C*..*. C-*.-.—.*!—. ....... .k..* 1,
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to cope with still anotl^ SM Tte
StatO~Boa'rd of l^iucation saj» that it
wants to.mandate the teachli)g of sex
education in all public schools from
kindergarten throu^ the 12th grade.
The announcement has brought opposi
tion from several sectors, including the

-New.Jersey School Boards Association.
Given the state's legal viewpoint and

aiqiroval of teen-age sex, different sex
practices and so on, ^ curriculums
being formulated Shoiud prove inter
esting, since what is legal in New Jec-

An intoise grass-roots Drounana
ensiwd, pacents.-teachersrschool
boards, town fathers, law-enforcement
autltoriti^ and religious leaders de
manding to know why the chaiige had
been made without their knowl^e or
con^t. Not only that, but legislators
who voted for the provision disclaimed
anyki^ledgeofthechange.

Tlie age^^f-consent issue was not so
muchaoKnmentaiy oil an albeit badly
informed, but blithely acquiescent,
L^islature as it wasonthejudicial es-
taUiShment. lrKad-Seen-the-provision sejrcould- hairdlj^ be- prohibited from
and afgiroved it, but failed to bring it to
anyone's attentim.

Ideally, such a fundamental cha^e
in state-sanctioned teen-age sex
should have been dealt with by consen
sus, either by referendum or by public
debate and otheropen forums.

Although New Jerseyans were not
asked for their opinim, opposition te
the proviso was fo intense, veteran

being taught In the state's school
itxnns.

Filmsdepicting tomoseto^.acts are
being shown in some coU^e^-l^lth
classes and in sex-educatkm courses.
The National Gay Task Force, a lead
ing exponent of homosexual rights and
interests, has placed its stamp of ap
provalon-^'LearningAbout Sexualityr'^—
a textbook available to sex educators
through the Educational Foundation
for Human Sexualityat Montclair Sute
College. .

Two years ago, another group, the

revolutionizes way .
state legally views
conduct of residents

state legislators said, that no issue
within the last decade had earned them
so much constituent abuse.

The torrent of petitions and tele
phone calls brought the matter to a
somewhat ignominious conclusion. To
pacify the irate citizenry, several bills
were expediently put together for con-
sideratim.

In the Assembly, two legislators,
Barbara A. Curran, Repviblican of
Summit, and John H. Froude, Demo
crat of South River, pleaded with their
colleagues to reject a remedial bill, as
serting that it not solve the prob
lem. So did a former member of the
Senate, Martin L. Greenberg, Demo
crat of East Orange. All three voted
against the measure.

It-seems that, in the pressurized at
tempt to bring the age of consent back
to 16, the Legislature had legalized sex
for anyone under 13 and opened up to
criminal charges children of 15 and 16
who had sexual intercourse and those
who engaged in heavy petting.

Still another bill was passed. Now. al
though criminal charges can be initi
ated for sex under 13. the age of consent
is still 13 Sft lon^ as the partner in inter
course is less than four years older.

Another controversial provision in
the Criminal Code centers on the au
thority given to thb state's municipal
ities to establish so-called "combat
zones." a term taken from the Boston
experience; Areatf where pornographic
.material could be sold would be set
aside, even though such sales would be .
illegal elsewhere. The "zone" in down
town Boston quickly became a magnet;
for violent crimes and criminal activi-'
ty.

tailed its position on "lesbians and the
schools." NOW is calling for lesbian
clubs, counselors and courses in high
schools.

The ratiipale for mandated sex
education revolves around two of the
most compelling social issues of the -
day: Accelerating teen-age pregnancy
and venereal-^disease rates.

-According, to DiU-Sol—CordoB,—a-
itibtte^qjertrthere-

is no proof that temi-age maternity
rate,could be retra^ by a dedicated
sex-education program in the schools.
This was echoed in a report by Susan N..
Wilson, head of the Family Life Com
mittee of the State Board of Education
and a leading proponent of mandated
sex education.

Dr. Rhoda Lorand, a New York psy
chotherapist and an authority on sex
education, takes a more cautionary ap
proach. She says that inaccurate infor
mation is being disseminated in classes
on V.D.. and she is concerned that no
data are given on the painful and dan
gerous V.D. strains, siich as genital
herpes (which is not curable), as well
as the penicillin-resistant strains.

According to Dr. Lorand, giving V.D.
information to children of 10.11,12 and
13 is questionable because it is unrea
sonable to expect youngsters to appear
at clinics for vaginal examinations and
cervical smears.

In a paper entitled "The Betrayal of
Youth." Dr. Lorand quotes William V.
Shannon,a former member of l^e New
York Times editorial board. He called
on teachers to "halt their headlong
flight frmn inteUeetual—and—moral-
standards and make schools once again
places of challenge and decorum."

Mr. Shannon might very well have
been referring to the current climate of
sexual more^in the State of New Jer
sey. / •

Elizabeth Sadowskt of Freehold is
coordinator of New Jersey Majority
Women, which has about 5,000 mem
bers tn the state.

the shoulders and Knees, in re<»m
months, the TQan'fiasTbcen maRHig
some,noises in Bamegat, Atlantic City,
Jamesburg, Millville and Ftepaington.

Nothing major, justajmely cross-
burniitg or a pathejdgdicHb paradefrom
time to time. It'sniard to believe that
the Klan once rode higher In New Jer
sey than in miany a Southern state.

According to a survey published in
"The. Ku Kliut Wan in The City," a
book by Kenneth T. Jackson, some
60,000 New Jerseyans j.pined the secret
society between the two great wars.
That's a lot more than ever donned bed
linehs in Alabama, Louisiana, Florida.
Mississippi, Virginia or theCarol^.

Mr. Jackson wrote that' the Klan's
"bulwarks" in the Garden State in
cluded Monmouth County, "where the
Sabbath was unmarred by bathing,
vehicular traffic or swular activity
-andwhere the Wan^ fcvangellsisfound
their warmest welcome." Also, Jersey
City, Hoboken andNew Brunswick.

In the last-named city, 736 men and

tmas Noted

There seems to be a need at The New
York Times to bring to the httention of
its readers each year the misguided
holiday habits of certain Christians and
Jews who have personal identity prob
lems.

Every year at this time, one journal
ist or another will, through "case histo
ry" reporting, uncover for the world to
see the "revelation" that intermarried,
uninformed or un-Jewish-educated
"Jewish" families are celebrating
Christmas. ,

1 truly feel sorry for the individuals
quoted in Louise Saul's article ["For
Non-Christians, It's Christmas, Too,"
Dec. 2]. Their comments, rationaliza
tions and unfortunate misstatements of
what they believe to be fact need not be
reviewed or repeated, since the Jewish
people has heard the assimilationist
words too often before.

What I do take exception to is editori
al izing on behalf of the author, to wit:
" Rather than bring Christmas cttstoms
into their home, many-Jewish families

relatively unimportant Jewish holi
day."

I submit that the author's rationale
and research are defective. If a family
celebrates Hanukkah, it is difficult to
believe that its motivation is negative
(because it doesn't want to celebrate
Christmas). It would be tantamount to
saying that Christians celebrate
Easter because they don't want to
bring Passover customs into their

^ homes. How absurd!

uie jviaiu

'their hot
George S
tion know

Fifty y
could be I
outspokei
in "New
ard B. Ft
(now Kea
"many sn
were don
the mayoi

Perth j

burg for I
mark in tl

In 1923,
rally at tl
Street. Th
gate froR
audience
cleaned o

-blackSr-C
ers"inge

About :
"foreigne

To set 1
has been
festivaLfc
B. C. E.,
marks ai
fore the
Christma

The CO
"relative

the fact tl
and, thei
major Bit

Howevi
have rea

daybasec
such, hav
the Toral
Further,
festival w
thus holdi
ina Jewis

It is a I
have bee
scene du
those Chr
eliminate
holidays
are most

addtoun-

Christi
day nor a
of winter
Christian
Messiah.'

Readin
would as
Christiar
andcelet


